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fate of the East hung in the balance between the two belligerents, who
had everything respectively to hope and to fear from the issue. The Jews
hoped that the entire body of their compatriots beyond the Euphrates
would join in their rising, while the Romans were harassed by attacks
from their German neighbours, unrest among their Celtic subjects, and
the world-wide convulsions that followed the death of Nero.'1

As for Procopius, his underlying subject is the rally, registered in
Justinian's wars, of an Hellenic Society, embodied politically in a Roman
Empire, after both the empire and the society had appeared to be mori-
bund. The questions raised in Procopius's mind by this series of Roman
military counter-offensives against the barbarian intruders on Roman
territory are: 'How have the Romans managed to regain the upper hand ?
What have been the new military equipment and tactics through which
they have won their victory?2 How has the Imperial Government
acquired the resources for building churches as well as fortresses? And
what is this revolutionary style of architecture in which Anthemius, in
building the church of the Ayia Sophia,3 has vindicated the Justinianean
rally of the Hellenic Civilization as signally as Belisarius has vindicated
it by overthrowing the Vandals and the Ostrogoths ? How, in short, has
the Romania of Arcadius and Theodosius II (imperabant A.D. 395-450)
become the Romania of Justinian (imperabat A.D. 527-65) ?* These were
the questions that moved Procopius to write The Wars of Justinian and
Justinian's Public Works;4 but the sixth-century Caesarean historian-
barrister had not reached the end of his tether before the unhappy out-
come of a reign that, on the surface, had looked so magnificent had
raised a further question in Procopius's mind: 'Has not this apparent
rally really been a delusion ? Has not Justinian's policy of action and out-
lay on the grand scale been a megalomaniac's irreparable blunder? Has
not he proved, en fin de compte> to have achieved nothing more than
barren and ephemeral triumphs purchased at the cost of dissipating
irreplaceable resources which Arcadius and Theodosius II had con-
served and which Leo the Great, Zeno, and Anastasiushad augmented ?'s
This was the question that moved Procopius to think his second thoughts
and to put these on record in A Secret History of the Reign of Justinian
and Theodora.

Polybius

It will be seen that, while all five of the historians whom we have been
considering were inspired to write their works by their experience of a
"war, the elemental question *How has this come out of that ?' came, in all
five minds, to embrace a much wider gamut of historical change than just
those events that could be construed as direct effects of the war which
had originally precipitated the spate of intellectually fruitful questions.
There are other historians to whom the elemental question presented
itself from the outset in this broader form. For example, Polybius of
Megalopolis (vivebat circa 206-128 B.C.) lived to see the number of

1  Josephus: Preface to The Romano-Jewish Wear (Book I, chaps. 4-5)*

2  See the passage quoted in III. iii. 163.                        3 See IV. iv. 54-55.
* The De Aedifims.                                                      s See IV. iv. 324-6.